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Introduction 
The goal of IDEA Public School’s (IDEA) Child Nutrition Program (CNP) is to provide students with healthy meals 
each day.  The purpose of this policy is for IDEA CNP to be compliant with federal, state & local policy, and to 
provide oversight and accountability for the collection of outstanding student meal balances. 
 
Parents may provide their own child with breakfast, lunch, or snacks.  To ensure the health and safety of students 
with food allergies, intolerances and special diets, students may not share 

cannot be denied a reimbursable meal even if the student has accrued a negative balance.   
 
Community Eligibility Provision effective 2019-2020 School Year 

Effective July 1, 2019, CNP adopted the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) to provide healthy meals for 
breakfast and lunch to all students, at selected schools, at no charge and eliminate the collection of meal applications 
and income verification for the upcoming school year.  IDEA already offers free breakfast to all students. This 
adoption allows CNP to extend free lunch to all students at selected schools.  Please note that if the student does 
not select a reimbursable meal, fees may apply for breakfast or lunch.  A complete list of schools that qualify for 
CEP is provided below. 
 
The IDEA school sites that qualify for the CEP for the 2023-2024 school year include:  
 

IDEA Bridge 
IDEA Innovation 

IDEA University Prep 
 
Schools that do not qualify for CEP, hereinafter referred to as “non-CEP”, will continue the collection of meal 
applications for free, reduced and full priced meals.  Since IDEA’s student population is growing, CNP will submit 
data annually to the state agency to determine if schools continue to qualify for CEP the following school year.  
CNP will notify households on an annual basis regarding the CEP status for each school. 
 
The Student Information System of IDEA Public Schools will obtain income surveys as per state compliance to 
obtain social economic data for some students not currently directly certified through CEP.   Income surveys are 
only to obtain data, and it 

https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/cnp/
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benefits (such as unemployment benefits), the household may update their meal application.  Negative balances 
resulting from eligibility changes for free eligible students are not collected from households by IDEA CNP.  IDEA 
must subsidize the nonprofit school food service account for those meals annually. 
 
Transfer Students & 30-Day Carryover 
New students transferring to a non-CEP IDEA school from a Special Provision or CEP district will receive a 
carryover eligibility of free for the first 30 operating days of enrollment or until a new eligibility determination is 
made with the submission of a FARM application, whichever comes first.  
 
New Students 
New students enrolling in a non-CEP IDEA school who did not transfer from a CEP district
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applies to students at CEP and non-CEP schools. 
 
No a la Carte items may be charged on a student account unless written communication has been received from the 
household by completing the “A La Carte on Account Charges” form.  Balances incurred for A la Carte purchases 
will be collected by CNP.  A la Carte purchases include snacks and menu items.  The 

https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/cnp/
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